
 
 

Elementary Membership Committee Report 
August 2014 

 
Outcome/Goal: 

Make it fun enjoyable… 
Concerns: 

1. Elementary Teachers do not want to feel like MSVMA needs them, but rather 
they need MSVMA 

2. ARE WE A CHORAL ASSOC OR A VOCAL ASSOCIATION??? 
3. Is there really a place for K-3 in MSVMA? 
4. Do we want to bring in General music teachers as well?  General music (who 

could be instrumentalists) teachers still need to learn how to teach students 
to sing. 

5. Should be unique and different from what MMEA offers.  Do not take away 
from MMEA or pull people away from MMEA.  It should be more of a 
collaboration.  What does MMEA provide to teachers:  $125 (members of 
both MMEA and NafME) 

a. Elementary Choral Festivals 
i. A clinician who works with a mass choir 

ii. Present a concert at the end 
b. An elementary  Honors Choir 

6. MSVMA needs to have someone that understands children’s voices (young) 
7. Can they be eligible to go to state? 
8. Change the name from Choral Festival to clinic?? 
9. No Adjudication - just comments (no ratings) 
10. Rubric would have to be different 
11. Required music list needs to be different.  Separate list  Folksongs/rounds..  

Maybe NO required list.  Suggested list? Or from method books 
12. Be mindful of how 6th graders have completely different experiences based 

on their district. (Some are seen everyday in choir, some are seen once a 
week afterschool, etc). 

13. Some choirs are 3-4-5 grades.   
 

Ideas: 
1. Run a Regional HC for Grades 2-6.  Have a clinician split them up.  Have 

teacher recommended students attend NO AUDITION!  Childrens Choral Day. 
2. MSU Community Music School has one scheduled beginning of March  Kyle 

has it set up.  $35.00 student (Lunch, music T-shirt).  Is willing to include 



MSVMA in its sponsorship of the event…no cost involved.  Maybe just 
advertise?? 

3. Stay away from grades…maybe do 2-5 grade and all learn the same music.  
Then break away based on grades to work with clinicians  at the end, 
combine all students for a big concert. 

4. Phase in the activities 
a. 1st year some thing very reasonable and offer an event to make it 

work their membership to attend this festival that we are going to 
provide.  Maybe don’t charge for this festival 

b. next year add more activities as numbers increase 
c. Don’t let people feel like they are just wanting their money. 

5. Offer a workshop for the teachers.  Lack of Elementary Choral sessions at 
MMC.  Offer MMC sessions for younger voices.  AND Summer workshop.  Not 
elementary Choral as Elementary Singing sessions.  Most sessions are Orff or 
Gordon, etc. 

6. Maybe let teachers have a teaching session on the same day as the choral day 
for students. 

7. Could it be a personal membership rather than a school membership.  They 
would never join if it’s a school membership.   

a. Elementary teachers would have to pay out of their own pocket 
b. Most elem teachers travel.  
c. $70 membership fee would include more elementary workshop 

session (MMC and summer), HC auditions 5-6 SA, Choir clinic day 2-6, 
Choral festival (would pay entry fee) for 5-6.  Teacher membership 
NOT BLDG. 

8. Allow 5-6 to go to Choral Festival 
9. Create different festival for K-6 
10. Open 5th graders to Honors Choir  YES 
11. Could feeder school 

 
 
 
 
MMEA Contacts:  Elementary Choir Festival – Deidra Ross  rossd@reeths-puffer.org 

Choral Advisor – Jo_Ann Sheffer  JoniSyngs@aol.com  
 
Respectfully submitted 
Angel Gippert, chair 
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