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SV IMIA

Michigan School Vocal Music Association

Educate. Empower. Experience.
the art of vocal music

Choral Festival Sight Reading
Information and Procedures

Choral festival sight reading has been designed to assess our students' sight reading
ability. To be successful, preparation prior to festival is required/necessary. Sight
reading should be a regular part of daily class/ensemble rehearsals. Students and
directors should select and adhere to a sight reading method with which they are
comfortable and can have success. Whether a group is singing for a final determination
or comments only, the choir is required to sight read. (Choirs singing for comments
only may request a sight reading clinic.) This applies to both high school and junior
high/middle school choirs.

Levels and Voicing
High School:
All choirs must sight read at the same voicing (Unison, 2-part, SAB, etc.) and
proficiency level (Primary, Intermediate, Advanced) as their required performance
selection. A choir may sight read at a more complex divisi or higher proficiency
level. If the voicing of the required selection is different than the printed sight
reading example, the director and adjudicator will determine the appropriate
voicing.

Jr High/Middle School:

All choirs must sight read at the same voicing (Unison, 2-part, SAB, etc.) as the
required selection. Directors may choose the sight reading proficiency level for the
choir.

General Information

- The MSVMA Sight Reading Rubric defines the criteria for adjudication.

- Sight reading exercises will be printed in the appropriate clef for each voice. In the
case of unison exercises involving male voices the exercise will be printed in both
clefs.

- Each exercise will be eight measures in length.

- Directors should choose a tempo at which the group can succeed.

General Rules and Procedures
- When the choir enters the room, the singers will organize themselves into the
arrangement of their choice. The sight reading books will remain closed.
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- The adjudicator will confirm with the director the level and voicing to be read.

- The singers will open the sight reading books when instructed to do so.

- The director and singers may discuss all of the exercises at the beginning of the
session, or may address each exercise separately.

- The director and singers may discuss any of the musical elements of the exercises, but
during the performance the director may not sing the exercise, clap the exercise, or
in any way perform the exercise with/for the students.

- If the director chooses to conduct the exercises, he/she may only conduct the basic

meter of the exercise.

- The director may use conducting and/or unvoiced assistance in maintaining a steady
tempo (ie. clapping, snapping, tapping).

- The director is discouraged from giving verbal assists during the performance of each
individual exercise. Oral assistance from the director while the students are
performing will be evaluated in light of the overall performance.

- Rhythmic exercises must be sung using an effective reading system. Singers may not
clap any of the rhythmic exercises.

- The director may transpose the key to best support the vocal abilities of the choir. The
director should inform the adjudicator of the key change.

+ Beginning pitches may be given vocally, by piano, or by pitch pipe.

Preparation

- The Warm-up - The key may be established by having the students sing a few scales
or chord patterns. Students may sing random intervals or patterns such as 1-3-5-3-
1, 1-4-6-4-1, etc. in preparation.

- Directors may only sing with the choir during the warm-up to establish keyality.
Directors may not illustrate by singing AT ANY TIME intervals directly referenced from
the exercise.

- When discussing the exercise, the director may point out potentially problematic
intervals contained therein. However, he/she may not immediately rehearse them
with the choir.

- All singers are permitted to discuss and sing with their neighbors during the prep time,
as long as the director is not assisting by illustrating intervals or rhythms. This
practice of “neighboring” is limited to 2 or 3 students.

- The “neighboring” groups may not join together and prepare as one section.

Performance Instructions for Junior High/Middle (all levels) and High School
(Primary and Intermediate)
- The performance should be sung using an effective reading system.
- Exercise #1 - The rhythm will be sung.
- Exercise #2 - The rhythm and pitches will be sung.
- Exercise #3 - The rhythm will be sung.
- Exercise #4 - The rhythm and pitches will be sung.
- Exercise #5 - The rhythm and pitches will be sung.

Performance Instructions for High School (Advanced)
- The performance should be sung using an effective reading system.
- The exercise will be sung once for adjudication.




JH/MS Unison Primary

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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EXERCISE 4 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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JH/MS Two-Part Primary

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm

)

]

]

© 2019 MSVMA

5



S2

JH/MS SSA Primary

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (THREE-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS TTB/TBB Primary

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

o

EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (THREE-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS SAB Primary

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (THREE-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS Three-Part Mixed Primary
Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (THREE-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS SATB Primary

Directors: Feel free to sing any of the exercises in a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (FOUR-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS Unison Intermediate

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

EXERCISE 4 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (UNISON) - Perform pitch and rhythm

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
_ ) | o | |
1 I I | =Y I 1 I N |
| =Y y 2 | N ~] F | - 1 0
2 1 - e M —— - — |
1 1 1 || 1 1 || 1 || 1 1 1 1 1 A |
o) [ ) [ [ T T [ [ T [
2 3 4 iS- . 6FZ 7 . 8
. o Py P 2
'.:IU e 1 1 1 1 1 || 1 r II y 2 II I II I 1 1 I II ==
— 11 I I I T P S—— I I T I 1 i |
= | 1 ' I 1 1 - I i |
© 2019 MSVMA

11



JH/MS Two-Part Intermediate

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm

4

3

2

o

1

_ f)

p” AN ) ]

()]

© 2019 MSVMA

12



JH/MS SSA Intermediate

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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JH/MS TTB/TBB Intermediate

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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JH/MS SAB Intermediate

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

p” AN ) )

EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (THREE-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS Three-Part Mixed Intermediate

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (THREE-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS SATB Intermediate

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 5 (FOUR-PART) - Perform pitch and rhythm
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JH/MS Unison Advanced

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 4 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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JH/MS Two-Part Advanced

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
2 3 4

EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
2 3 4
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S2

JH/MS SSA Advanced

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
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JH/MS TTB/TBB Advanced

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

2
EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
i : ; ‘ s s ; s
" V) LDV R \R D DL
EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
1
2
T
T2
B1
B
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JH/MS SAB Advanced

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

| I N 11
"Y}(’i | I — — | yl 1]

%

© 2019 MSVMA
22



JH/MS Three-Part Mixed Advanced

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm

Bar.

| I N 11
"Y}(’i | I — — | yl 1]

Bar.
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JH/MS SATB Advanced

Directors: Feel free to transpose any of the lines to a key that works best for your choir

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm

] 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 2 (UNISON) - Perform pitch & rhythm
2 3 4

EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

EXERCISE 4 (TWO-PART) - Perform pitch & rhythm
2 3 4
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"I)()I | I — — | yl 1]

|

=

© 2019 MSVMA
24



High School Unison Primary
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch and rhythm
2 3
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm
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High School Two-Part Primary
May be performed in any of these combinations: SA, TB, SB

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch and rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
2

EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm of both parts
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High School SSA Primary
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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High School TTB/TBB Primary
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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High School SAB Primary
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch and rhythm
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EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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High School TTBB Primary
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch and rhythm
2 3

| | L | L | | | L -

N

|
ﬁ
E
1
i
g
I

2 3 4 5 6’ 7 8
—Je | 1V g9 | 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 I I 1 1 ;
A A W | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1] 1 1 1 PN 1 1 1 | A 1 1 L 1 1
L 1 1 ] ] I'/ ! 1 T 1 ! - ]

3 4 5 6 7 8

4 5 6 7 8

|
|
|
|
;

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
7\—|—P—P—F——F—P—F— #;:h — e
Yo U go | ] ] ] ] I
Z b A W | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1711 1 1 PN 1 1 1 1 171 O
v 1 1 1 1 174 1 1 T 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ~—
= T — T T T

4 5 6 7 8

#
|
|
3’

0| | | | | .
o | D 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 11
y T ¢ = —— i ~ P> P ——— p~— i
[ o WL \ W 4 | el e o o
A1V ] ] ] = 111 ] ] ] 1/ 1 ] = 1 ] 1O
QS) [ 1 [ [ [ L A 1
e D € i ma I — y Z— o Io ] P_'__F_'?—P—P P=N
Z \ W | 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1111 PN 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 s
L 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1”4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 1
1 1 | 1 7 1 I ~ I
| | [ - ™~
o) 1 1 1 1 1 1 ol ~ 1 1 I 1N 1 1 T
bl DO/ () 1 1 1 P i 1 e P 1= y 2 P 1 1 1 I
Z b \ W= | o @ = = 1111 PN = > 1 Py
5 —-d—d—H S 2 A — : - o ©
< | T | — ’

© 2019 MSVMA
31



S/A

High School SATB Primary
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch and rhythm
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High School Unison Intermediate
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch and rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm
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High School Two-Part Intermediate
May be performed in any of these combinations: SA, TB, SB

EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm of both parts
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High School SSA Intermediate
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm of both parts
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High School TTB/TBB Intermediate
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch & rhythm
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High School SAB Intermediate
EXERCISE 1 - Perform rhythm
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch & rhythm
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High School SSAA Intermediate
EXERCISE 1 - perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch & rhythm
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EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm of both parts
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High School TTBB Intermediate
EXERCISE 1 - perform rhythm

15 00PN T T G 1 e Y

EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch & rhythm
2

3 4 5 6 7 8
_ ) | - N M~ ™

4D - | N N E— —— N— > i - 1 o ; >
A e e fesgises =

[ A [ I I 14 <

Pre o 2

WI 711 - = o e e e H |F9|= 1) y 2
7 1 ] | I | | 4 | "4 | I PN 1 ] I | I S | 1 PN

L) J I I'II - | I | T I I = I I I

EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm of both parts
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S/A

High School SATB Intermediate
EXERCISE 1 - perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 2 - perform pitch & rhythm
2

_ ) | L e

3 4 5 6 7 8

P AN/ M | N -

AY
]

A
—
P

[ 1REE
[ 1REE

o
]
[

|

L}
[ YHE
\EEE

g
[ 1HE
QO
2N

~T1e

W I |H I . I r_F - i i r L" |F. i _r_r_F#P 7 y;
= bk i I'/I I H 1 I i 14 T 1 I i PN I !—J 1 | — I ! S — I i PN
EXERCISE 3 - Perform rhythm
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EXERCISE 4 - perform pitch and rhythm of both parts
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EXERCISE 5 - Perform pitch and rhythm of all parts
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High School Two-Part Advanced
May be performed in any of these combinations: SA, TB, SB

Adapted from Wach auf, mein Herz by J.S. Bach
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High School SSA Advanced
Adapted from Wach auf, mein Heyz by J.S. Bach
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High School TTB/TBB Advanced
, Adapted from Wach auf, mein Herz by J.S. Bach
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High School SAB Advanced
| Adapted from Wach auf, mein Heyz by J.S. Bach
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High School SSAA Advanced
| Adapted from Wach auf, mein Heyz by J.S. Bach
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High School TTBB Advanced

Adapted from Wach auf, mein Herz by J.S. Bach
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* Please note voice crossing
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High School SATB Advanced
, Adapted from Wach auf, mein Herz by J.S. Bach
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